Licensed practical nurses in the PACU.
Recommended staffing standards were developed by ASPAN to guide decisions for optimal outcomes and efficiency in a PACU. In the midst of a nursing shortage, providing optimal staffing can be challenging. Licensed practical nurses can be educated to meet evidence-based standards for optimal patient recovery. Determining critical skills and competencies and performing a thorough interview assists in selecting suitable licensed practical nurse candidates. Supplying a high-quality orientation contributes to team success. High-performing teams promote greater efficiency in patient care and consequently improve quality of care and staff morale. This article provides details of a model of care that includes licensed practical nurses in the nurse staff mix. Suitability qualities, orientation program, and scope of practice of licensed practical nurses will be discussed. Improved patient experience and efficiency can be successfully achieved with mixed registered and licensed practical nurse PACU staffing.